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Bridge Bullding

”uu"sday 25th August

Our /nt/esttgatwns are held in the Bush Block every Thursdag. Durmg ’ s
these sessions. the children are alble to mvestigatc’ the Bush Block and

work on their own /’LTOJfCtS. The children run. climl. create. build, /'Llay
games. write. balance. assess risks. coo,aerate and collaborate durmg these

times.

Last week. | olserved Toby Ella and Scott Worlemg together near the
soon-to-be creek. The three were Worlemg so mce[y together each with a
very determined look on their face Toblj was staclemg rocks up within
the creek bed. while Scott and Ella were movmg a very bLg 0g. Luc/u

they all had gum boots on: it was rwetty muddy in therel
What are you all up to? | asked.

We are buildmg a brLdge” Ella renlied
n get some cement. Ella told Scott and To[/y She reached down and
gmbbed bLg sqmshg fu es of wet mud and began soluLshmg the cement

between the rocks.

| will get some more cement, To//y SO You can stick it down. Scott said. ;
He handed Toby /’LL es of the wet mud and Toby began creatmg a wall.
rulmg the rocks thh on top of each other and usmg the cement to

secure Lt.
e got some. |ve got some. put it (the mud) on the other sidel Scott ’

exclaimed.
e 9075 a BIG boulder! TOby said. carrging a huge rock.

More cement, more cement! Ella smd, 11l //u,tt some more cement on
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these rocks.

‘We need as many rocks as we can get underneath Toby said.

Why? | asked




So we can put layers underneath so we can hold all the [ayers up. So
the bridge can be str(mger because the other lagers will be holdmg the
tort ones uru” Toby exrtlamed.

Whe are you ma/emg the //rLdge for?” | asked.

For the /'wo,’L[e that dont have gumboots on. Toby said.

The muddy boot //LeOfL[e will need to walk through and the /’LEO,’L[C’ with
no gumboots can walk on the brLdge.” Scott added.

We have cement boots onl Ella exclaimed.

It has leen like /’Lalf an hour for us to build it Magbe even more than
an hour! Toby said.

We need more cement for To[/y. [l 90 9515 it. Ella. You leee/m Wor/emg
there. Scott suggested

At this ,Lomt, Hamish came runnmg down and ran stnght over the
DrLdge. Ella. Scott and To//y seemed worried at fLTst, but as soon we theg
saw that the brLdge was still standmg | said. Oh well at least we know
it works!

Yes. it 1S strong enoug/’t/ Thanks for testmg, Hamish! Scott said.

Can we get everyone to test our [/TLdge.P“ Ella and Scott asked.
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urel reft lied. | Ulew my whistle and told the rest of the class that
theg could test the bndge L]l theg wanted to.

To/fg orgamsed the grouf- Ok. everyone start on this side. and then g0
one at a time. You can WaUe over the Dmdge when the person n front
of you is past /'Lalf Way

Ella. Scott and Toby watched as everyone travelled over the /erdge. The
bridge was mcredLHy strong and it didn't even sway or tL/’L/ It was a
huge success for the Duildtng team.

What were the results. Ella? | asked.

Yes. the test is good/ It was REALLY 9000[/” Ella TerLlLed, erthedly.

What learmng LS ta‘emg rLlace.?

To[/y, Ella and Scott worked so well together today There interactions
with each other were very ftosttiue and theg listened to and res,wnded to
each others ideas. Their idea to build a brtdge was ertreme[g creative.
The process involved thoughtfu[ /'Llanmng and consideration. They
mamﬂulated materials to ensure that their bridge was strong mough,
and demonstrated excellent design skills. The test at the end showed me
that theg understand the Lmnortance 0][ testmg exrteriments to see Lf they
are successfu[. ”Lrough this interaction. the children demonstrated an

undcrstandmg of a wide range of curriculum outcomes!

Where to from here?

| will continue to encourage the children to e creative down in the
Bush Block. ”Ley are 9wen the freedom to choose what theg want to do
and the ftrojects they take on are always rmrrmsefu[ and engagmg.

Australian Curriculum Outcomes
Eng[ish
Listen to and reslrwnd om“g to texts and to the communication of others in

Lnformal and structured classroom sltuations(ACELY/Mé)




Use interaction skills mcludmg [Lstemng while others s,u’a/e, usmg

arLI/Lro/fLrLate voice levels articulation and body languagf, gestures and eye

contact (ACELY 784)

Maths

Use direct and indirect comrmrisons to decide which is longer, heavier or holds
more. and erﬂlam reasonmg n everydag language (ACMM Goos)
Descrilre position and movement (ACMM Goio)

Science

The way objects move de/'Lmds on a I/a'riety of factors, anluding their sLje and
sha/’w (ACSSUoos)

Design and Technologg

EI/’L[OT(: the characteristics and ﬂropertws of materials and comnonents that are
used to ﬂroducc’ designc’d solutions (ACTDEKoo4)

Erplore needs or opﬂormmtws for designmg, and the technologics needed to
realise dengned solutions (ACTDEPoos)

Generate. delfelo,m and record dengn ideas through descnbmg, drau/mg and
modellmg (ACTDEPoos)

Use materials. comrmnents, tools. eoluirtment and techmolues to safe[y make

designed solutions (ACTDEPoo7)

Health
ACPPSoos Practise /’Lersonal and social skills to interact /'Losltwe[y with others

Creative and Critical Thm/cmg
In dwelortmg and actmg with critical and creative thmlemg, students:

Pose czuestions

/dentlfg and c[arLfg mformatmn and ideas
Orgamse and process m][ormatton.
/magine /wssibilities and connect ideas
Consider alternatives

Seek solutions and rmt ideas into action.
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